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Alumni Association Notes

NEWS LETTERS: It's been a long time since we published a newtsrle | apologize
for that. Dana and | went home to Flagstaff apt@wf days after the retirement party in
August and packed up and moved to Fort Worth, TexXaisortly after we moved in to
our new house | proceeded to tear it apart. We mow remodeled every room in the
house. So, | guess | didn't really retire, | jusanged jobs. Now | work for Dana. Now
that we are wrapping up the work on the house Lishbe able to get back into the
Alumni Association and continue the history projegétgain, | apologize for not keeping
up with the Alumni Association better. Hopefullgdn devote more time to it now.

NOT GETTING A LOT OF NEWS: | guess since our members have not heard much
from us, we have not heard much from them. | havgot a lot of news to report.
Please let us know when you have something thatweud like to see included in the
news letter or the web site. At the very leastiieknow what you've been up to.

PROMOTIONS: I'm sure some of you have been promoted and waldvbke to
acknowledge those accomplishments. If you have lpeemoted or know of someone
who has please let Ben or | know.

RETIREMENT PARTY: | want to thank everyone for the great send-off Narcus
and | at the Moose Lodge. It was a great partghly wish there had been more time to
visit and share some of those lies (TDY stories) allehave. | look forward to the
reunions that will be more about the party andtivigiwith each other and less about
ceremony.

HISTORY PROJECT: [I'm looking forward to getting back into the hosy project.
Now that we have everything unpacked and | actdalye somewhat of an office/work-
space set up | should be able to make some progtessl pass on more information
about that as it goes. Dana and | plan to spemdgbaJuly and most of August in
California. | plan to visit the California HistolMuseum and see what progress has been
made to catalog our documents and make sure Whatg access to them.

The best source of documenting the history of thé"ds from those members who
served in the unit. Please send me any informagpictures, documents, stories) you
have. We're looking at combining the history inoanfi that we all can see.

Jack Davis, CMSGT (retired)
218" Alumni Association



A message from SMS Benjamin Quen Retired

As Jack pointed out, being retired isn’t what ttisught to be. This is what I've been up
to since the last Installer went out. I'm still kég involved with Search and Rescue as is
Bill Foster. There have been several new memlbarsgo much of my efforts have been
directed at training. July of last year | was &eddPresident of Mt. Calvary Catholic
Cemetery located in Klamath Falls. With that I'eebh spending a great deal of time
correcting 80 years of cemetery records and daingraising projects for completion of
a Cemetery Chapel. | was able to used the skdlsdd from working on the Alumni web
site to create a web site for the cemetery. Theetery is creating a lot of work, but

truly a rewarding effort. Last August, Karen argpent a month at St. Maurus Abbey in
Hanga, Tanzania. We were invited as representativeur Catholic Parish to attend the
50year Jubilee of St. Maurus as an Abbey. In additvenwere there to view all the
projects they are involved in and see what is neefimce that visit we have become
members of their Board of Directors. As a reswdtwe done many presentations about
our trip in the hopes that others will donate te piojects as well as visit the Abbey. I've
included a picture below of us delivering donataddito one of the four schools run by
the Benedictine Monks. Beside these items wediilbther volunteer work at Church
and the community. | seem to be using a daily ptfammore today then | ever have. One
of these days I'll retire!!




PROJECT FAST RACE

Below, are excerpts from a document that Chief €k$215 EIS) sent me. This is a
project that was done back in late 1966 and e&@8671 | thought it might be interesting
reading for you on our unit history. The documeéetails the projects done by all units.
| copied the 218 portion (Laon AB, France) below. The entire doemmis posted on
the unit history page of the web sitBlease let me know if anyone has any details on
who participated in this project. | would like to capture the names for our unit
history.

Jack Davis

PROJECT FAST RACE

Project FAST RACE was that portion of FRELOC whiemoved the communications-
elecronics-meterological (C-E-M) equipment fromgbéd-rench bases scheduled to close
by 1 April 1967. This report covers the GEEIA Alational Guard participation in
Project Fast Race during the period 15 July 66&tédbruary 67.

FAST RACE was the first time ANG/GEEIA forces fraaach of the 17
squadrons were used as combined teams, with rat&kidg command --- not unit of
origin. The officers and airmen of the GEEIA Guardved that they were highly
mobile, qualified and capable of performing C-E-&8ks anywhere in the world. These
teams removed items such as TACAN, GCA, telephengal offices, steel towers,
microwave, UHF and VHF radio, control towers andama

The ANG/GEEIA Squadrons became involved in thisgpam because extremely
time and date conscious “one-time shot” workloadaat unsolvable problems for
GEEIA, due to great demands being made by othér figrity commitments around the
globe. The ANG/GEEIA organizations were approadioedetermine if the use of their
people on a volunteer basis would be practicalls@zere made to thirteen states in
which the 17 ANG units were located to determinenibugh volunteers could be
mustered. Four hundred thirty-three personnel aressly volunteering for periods
ranging from 31 days to the maximum of 89 daysmeéd with this information, a
request for approval to use ANG/GEEIA troops dieddihrough AFLC to the National
Guard Bureau. This approval was received at Heatiens GEEIA on 26 September
1966.

All project data was compiled, logistical and adisirative support for the ANG
was arranges and pre-removal surveys were compigtéte 2874 GEEIA Squadron,
Ramstein AB, Germany. An ANG Project Office watablshed at European GEEIA
Region, Wiesbaden AB, Germany.



Lt Col Paul D. Kerr, Commander of the J0BNG/GEEIA Squadron, Oklahoma
City, was the initial officer in charge. This firANG contingent, two officers and three
NCO'’s arrived at European GEEIA Region on 2 Noveni®66. Between 2-15
November, this team established the final procesito@ccomplish payrolls, TDY,
vouchers and transportation within Europe.

LAON AB, FRANCE

Under the guidance of SMSGT James L. Shearer, t8@®0IC, assisted by
TSGT Wiliam R. Pinkston, both of the 216GEEIA Squadron, California ANG,
Hayward, California, the entire job was completbdad of schedule. This 19 man team
of 60 and 89 day people was plagued by severe mioigiems which, on many occasions
caused complete cessation of work. In additiothéonormal base dismantling work, this
team, with the assistance of TSGT Bobby F. Mald®5" GEEIA Sq, Oklahoma,
removed an entire American type telephone centifaideoin record time, plus two
microwave sites south of Laon. Two thousand onedred fifty-two man-hours were
expended. Active duty was from 15 November 1966lté¢-ebruary 1967.



Welb Site Upclates

Changed the appearance of the Home page to lidgtnexwent web site updates at the top
of the page

Pictures page updated 12 Apr 09: Mildenhall Pro{@@95), Castro Valley Parade and
1982 EIl Shoot Out.

History page updated 17 Apr: Added document thtildeproject Fast Race

First Annuad Reuniov

I would like to get some feed-back from our membaveut a reunion this
year. Here are my thoughts.

| think we should have one this year (August) begg it simple... and
cheap. We need to test the water to see how maoyie show up and we
can discuss the reunions as a group (in persomeéxietime we get together.
We should take the opportunity at reunions to gpui and feedback from
our members when we all get together. The Alumssadkiation belongs to
the members and everyone should have a voice inite®wn and how we
hold reunions.

| vote that we see about having it at the same Rlhaosige in Castro Valley
(if it's not too expensive to rent the hall). Irdbthink we should have a
dinner. We can put out a bunch of food to snaciwbite we party.

Let’s hear your thoughts.

Jack Davis




PROMOTIONS:

Many of you know Greg Gessell at the 215 EIS. Grag
worked with us on a lot of projects over the yeafiss unit
was the lead on the Hickam project that severalof
members participated in a couple of years agoceSaur
last news letter back in August Greg was promaotedrief.
He has been the Workloader at the21dy several years.
Congratulations Greg!

As | go through the history files and run acrosgyies | will include a few in the new letters. i§s a
picture our Engineering staff that was taken skdrdfore the unit closed.



